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Gotion FAQ 

October 25, 2022 

 
 

What is the project? 

Gotion North America proposes producing their battery electrode materials here, specifically the anode 

and cathode materials, which is the highest value-added component of new lithium-ion batteries. The 

anode and cathode produced in Big Rapids will support a wide array of customers, including automotive 

and utilities.  

 

Who is the company? 

Gotion is a publicly traded international company and is one of the ten largest advanced battery 

manufacturers in the world. The company has a North American headquarters in California. 

 

Why Big Rapids area? 

The company underwent an exhaustive due diligence process, having carefully considered over 40 

locations across the United States for a domestic manufacturing facility and determined that West 

Michigan, and the Big Rapids site is an ideal place to grow its U.S. operations.  

The company recognized the area’s strong work ethic and partnership opportunities with Ferris State 

University’s world-class industrial tech programs as key factors in its decision-making process. 

The site under consideration has long been held as a place for industrial investment by the community. 

Assembled and developed nearly 25 years ago, the community has been prepared for an opportunity 

like this to materialize to utilize the infrastructure, airport, access to freeways and locally trained talent 

pool. Sites of this nature are in short supply across the country. 

 

How are these batteries manufactured? 

Li-ion batteries are found in all kinds of applications today, ranging from our cell phones to drones to 

lawn mowers to now cars. The production of electrode entails coating very thin rolls of metal and 

cutting and notching to size (VIDEO).  

 

Is the property being sold to the company? 

Yes. An appraisal of the Industrial Park property will be conducted to establish the land price. In the 

coming weeks, a Development Agreement will be prepared and advanced to the Township Board for 

consideration. This Development Agreement will include the real estate transaction details.  

 

https://youtu.be/UbgVVqYh8a8
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Will there be any significant roadway changes to accommodate increased traffic in that area? 

The site was chosen for its easy access to transportation routes, which will greatly minimize traffic issues 

in the broader community. Upgraded intersections and traffic signals are planned for the area. 

 

 

Who will actually own the land that the company will occupy? 

The company will own the land. 

 
Who covers all the costs associated with the infrastructure improvements that will be made for this 

company?  

The state incentive offer provides funding for infrastructure improvements.  

 

Will there be a ripple effect on the local economy? 

The new jobs will increase the number of competitive job opportunities in the region, which could 

increase the number of people who commute to the Big Rapids area. That could lead to new residents 

who frequent stores, restaurants and begin using the school district.  

 

What is a Renaissance Zone? How will this benefit the community? 

The Renaissance Zone incentive was first established as law in 1996, allowing communities to apply for 

designated areas that would be nearly tax-free. No state or local income or property taxes are levied on 

the new investment, excluding the land value (remains taxed) and any bond millages (school bonds, for 

example). Big Rapids Township successfully applied for a Renaissance Zone for the Industrial Park, which 

expired three years ago.  

Today, communities must seek state approval and generally have a large-scale project in order to obtain 

a new Renaissance Zone. For this project, each township (Big Rapids Charter Township and Green 

Charter Township) along with the County voted to support of the Renaissance Zone.  

The current tax collections on the site will be largely unchanged, as the raw land will continue to be 

taxed as it is today. In addition, the school bond millage will apply to this new investment, which will 

result in a rapid elimination of that debt millage on the citizens. Any future bond issues will also enjoy 

the benefits of this new tax base, as debt millage is not waived via Renaissance Zones. 

A project of this nature will naturally result in additional growth and investment outside the Renaissance 

Zone area, helping to grow the local tax base and providing additional jobs and services for area 

residents to enjoy. 

The infrastructure improvements that will be made for this commercial property will also benefit area 

residents and commercial customers.  

 

Why is there such a large incentive package?  
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The automotive industry, which has been the foundation of the Michigan economy for over 100 years, is 

undergoing an unprecedented transformation as the industry transitions from the internal combustion 

engine to electric propulsion systems. For Michigan to continue to be a global leader in the automotive 

industry, it is imperative that the current wave of investment in EV-related projects is welcomed to this 

state. With nearly 500,000 people working in the automotive industry, including over 40,000 in West 

Michigan, the state has been aggressive in pursuing these large-scale EV projects to help secure the 

state’s economic future. 

 

Are there any local examples of businesses benefiting from a Ren Zone opportunity? 

Big Rapids Charter Township has history with Renaissance Zones, having put in place a Zone for the 

Industrial Park before expiring after 15 years. No companies chose to locate in the Industrial Park during 

that time. 

 

Where will the workers come from? 

Projects of this scale will often hire a blend of local talent and recruit new workers to the region. The 

area has long been a hub for employment, especially in the manufacturing sector, pulling people from as 

far as 60 miles away. These new jobs provide people greater opportunity to choose a career that keeps 

them closer to home. 

 

What kinds of jobs will be offered at this location?  

A full spectrum of job opportunities will be offered at this site, ranging from production, engineering, 

maintenance, and administrative. The company is proposing to develop the site in several phases over 

the next ten years, so hiring will continue well beyond 2024. 

 

What will salary and benefits look like?  

As part of its evaluation in providing incentives to prospective company’s looking to locate in Michigan, 

the Michigan Economic Development Corporation requires that job wages be competitive. The final 

wage and benefit levels will be determined closer to when the hiring process begins at scale, likely in the 

fourth quarter of 2023 or early in the first quarter of 2024.  

 

How does this company expect to attract 2,350 people?  

The company is proposing to develop the site in phases spanning six to ten years. Gotion will build its 

workforce as the phases progress through both attraction and training of local talent.  

 

Will there be any workforce training? 

There is an opportunity to develop a pipeline of talent for this industry and company, including area high 

schools, Ferris State University, Westshore Community College, Montcalm Community College, Grand 

Rapids Community College, and other educational institutions.  

These expanded training programs will supply newly skilled workers to the entire area, some of which 

will choose to work at this new facility and some choosing to work at existing area employers. The size 



4 
 

of this new development provides the impetus for the area schools to expand their capacity, which will 

serve all employers. 

The plan is for area K12 and higher education programs to provide skills training that would be suitable 

for jobs at this company, which will allow area youth to stay and thrive in the region instead of leaving. 

Similar training certification programs will be made available for those adults already in the workforce or 

seeking to enter the workforce. 

 

Will this be a 24/7 operation? 

The company will operate as required to meet the needs of their customers, which could be as much as 

24/7 operation. 

 

Will there be traffic concerns? 

It’s not expected that there will be heavy traffic patterns that would cause concern. The location is well-

suited to accommodate traffic in that area. Adjustments, such as turn lanes and signals, will be 

developed, as necessary. 

 

 

 

 

# # # 

 

 

 


